
Vaulting Seminar
6-8 February, 2009

Course Directors
Jeff Moore

Helma Schwarzmann
Erich Breiter



Horse Scoring Methodology
Experimentation and exchange of ideas

J. Ashton Moore



J. Ashton Moore

Adrienne Stang

Introductions

Å Thank you

Å Recognition

ï Adrienne Stang

ï Suzanne Detol

ï Craig Coburn

ï Emma Seeley

ïDr. Yorick Wijting

ï Sandy Dahlgren Video

ï Leonard Family Video
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An experiment in observational skillsé

Å Since weôre among trained ñobserversò, lets see how good we areé

Å A test to demonstrate gender differences in observational skills

Å Task: count the passes of the basketball between the students in the 

white shirts

perception.wmv
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Program agenda

Å Two parts to this discussion:

ï The Horse

ÅThe canter of the vaulting horse

ÅExpectation and requirements of the vaulting 

horse

ÅTerminology and Biomechanics for evaluation 

and judging

ï The Horse Score

ÅThe current system

ÅThe 3-category System
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Objectives

Å The plan is to achieve the following:

ïReview terminology used when judging the vaulting horse

ïReview biomechanical aspects relevant to the vaulting horse

ï Critically evaluate the existing scoring system for the vaulting horse

ï Propose a revised scoring system that has been in use in the USA

ï Receive feedback from the participants about the revised scoring 

system



The Canter
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Expectations and requirements of the horse 

Å Task of the vaulting horse is difficult

Å Two influencers are:

ïMoving weight on its back

ï Influence of the distant longeur

Å Horse is to give appearance of maintaining:

ïA ñsteadyò carriage

ïGood balance

ï Constant speed

ï Constant tempo
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Canter of the vaulting horse

Å Vaulting horses are not dressage horses ï

judge leniently

Å Discussions of the canter of the vaulting 

horse in terms of it being ñcollectedò and 

ñgatheredò are not very useful

Å Vaulting horse should ñmove in a balanced, 

steady, pure canter appropriate for 

vaultingò

Å Purity is inherent in the definition of the 

word ñcanterò



Terms and Concepts
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Terminology

Å Gait

ï Any of the various patterns of foot 

movements or rhythms 

[sequence] of a horse, such as 

walk, trot, pace, amble, canter, or 

gallop

ï The two main elements are Purity 

and Quality

Å Purity, Regularity, Rhythm

ï The recurring characteristic 

(correct) sequence and timing of 

footfalls and phases of a given 

gait
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Terminology

Å 3-Beat Canter

ï A correct canter sequence in which the 

diagonal pair of hooves strike and leave 

the ground simultaneously

Å 4-Beat Canter

ï A canter sequence in which the 

diagonal pair is broken (see Diagonal 

Dissociation)

ï Positive Dissociation may not be bad

ï Negative Dissociation is always bad
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Terminology

Å Diagonal Dissociation ïThe hooves of the diagonal pair of legs do 

not contact the ground, or leave the ground, at the same moment

ï Positive Dissociation ïThe hind foot of the diagonal pair strikes the 

ground first. This happens in collection, or from lack of energy. This 

dissociation is often only visible when viewed in slow motion. It should 

only be addressed (judged) when seen with the naked eye.

ï Negative Dissociation ïThe forefoot of the diagonal pair strikes the 

ground first. This is always bad.

Å Lateral ïThe ipsilateral pairs of legs (the two legs on the same side 

e.g., left fore and left hind) move without sufficient separation in time 

and space, so the canter resembles a ópacingô gait
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Canter foot falls


